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WEATHER FORECAST.
Rain to-da- y; probably fair

strong southeast winds. IT SHINES FOR ALL
Highest temperature yesterday, 06; lowest, 47.

Detailed weather reports on last psg. V
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GERMANS CLOSE IN ON YPRES ON THREE SIDES;
BA TTLE RA GES A T LOCRE AND VOORMEZEELE;

MANY ATTEMPTS TO DISLODGE ALLIES FAIL
-- a

FIFTY PERSHING

VETERANS HERE

TO SELL BONDS

Brave Americans, 6 With
War Crosses, Tell of Itenl

Fighting in France.

ALL HAVE DODGED DEATH

JIoro Men and Airplanes" Is
Cry of Survivors of Clashes

With Freedom's Foe.

Baptized with the flro of German
tuns, clear eyed, with the "look of
eagles" which comes only to men who
hive been to rjor, quiet and modestly
uiissumlng. even about bits or ribbon

hMi mean war's highest honors for
traery, fifty soldiers of the United
Mates, plucked directly from tho Ameri-
can trenches facing No Man's Land,
ime hack yesterday from the front to
uge folks at home to buy Liberty bonds
until It hurts.

The men were returned to America
ty order of Gen. Pershing, who believed
that they will serve as an honor lesson
for the men and women at home who
must back them up with food and cloth-ln- c

and guns and munitions by the pur-ha- se

of Liberty bonds. For the week
left of the loan campaign they will act
as bond salesmen and will tell of their
experiences and of the actual conditions
at the front. Twenty-fiv- e of them will
remain In the Second Federal Ileserve
district. Twenty more will go on out
to Chicago, several will go to Boston, to
Philadelphia and to Washington. Then.

hen they have helped put the loan over,
they hope a furlough of thirty to sixty
days will be awaiting them.

Tho men represent practically every
branch of the army in France. There
are representative among them of the
Infantry, machine gun platoon, engi-
neers, marine corps, signal corps, field
artillery and ambulance company. Every
one wears on his left sleeve the golden
Inverted V. which stands for foreign ser
vice. Many of them wear on their right
sleeves the golden V, which tells the
world that the man who wears It has
been honorably wounded In action. In
addition six of them wear the cross of
uar for valorous action, presented with
a kiss on both cheeks, as Is the custom,
hy a French General acting for his Gov-

ernment.

rcrshlns'a Veterans rrade To-- y

The men from the front will be quar-
tern! at Governors Island while they are
In New York. Yesterday afternoon they
assembled at the Liberty Loan sjAeea,
i:o Broadway, and after having w their
pictures taken went for a bus ride over
New York. Last night they were the
guests of Guy Emerson at the Harvard
Club. To-da- y they will parade the
streets of New York. At 10:30 o'clock
thev will form In line at the Battery,
anrt march to City Hall Park. Mh
thev will be reviewed by Mayor HyHHs.
They will then be taken uptown tor
luncheon and at 2 o'clock this afternoon
thev will go to Liberty Land.

The little contingent of men from the
front aro In charge of Regimental Color
Sergeant John J. Heffernan. who after
twenty-fou- r years of .service slid Into

hat he called a "soft Job" at Washi-
ngton. It was funeral duty, and al-

though It was a trifle gruesome It wa
just such a Job ns old time army men
tie always wishing for and dreaming
about. Then along came the war. No
more funeral duty for Heffernan and he
wa back In the old harness Just about
a soon as he could find a successor.

HtfTcrnan was assigned by Gen. Per-
shing to the Job of gathering fifty rep.
l tentative soldiers on the French front
ar.rl bringing them back to America to
iM the Liberty Loan. He started April
t at one end of the American line and

ent to the other. Ho picked a man
hfro and a man there; he got a few who

're able to travel out of the hospitals.
Aftsr they were rounded up, with full
oMter's equipment and with plenty of

"choR" as he calls the army food It
Wamc his duty to get his little ban.l
in to a transport. Then was when
tli troubles started. Before they were
our the soldiers had mounted n French
txsreM train on which no soldiers were

llowcd to ride.
liberty Loan Sways Frenchman.

finally they were allowed to ride on
the train by making their first nppeal
for the LlUrty Loan, explaining to the
French station master the duty ahead of
them, and how they had but a brief time
In which to reach the transport. After
losing most of their provisions and

up Into little knots of four and
flu, they made the trip on the train,
"ached port fist before sailing time
nl enjoyed a pleasant and uneventful

across.
Tie men from the trenches are Prl-M- c

John M. Andrews, Sergeant Harold
Andrew, Cornoral Kdgard Barnes,

Corporal Herbert H. Baker. Private
p. Bonne, Sergeant Louis P.

Honne, Sergeant Samuel L. Blyth, Prl- -
to I.nrw7hnm Tlarher. Pnrnoml

Thomas Cosgravr, Sergeant Edmund B.
Unii, Corporal Osborne Do Varllla, Prl-,a,- e

John Faderuck, Sergeant Manning
rimes, Private Raymond Guyette, Ser-- nt

Paul A. Havensteln, Sergeant
with W Howat, Private Harry W. Ilar-''"- n,

Sergeant Owen C. Hawkins, Prl-J- e

Hobert L. Heath. Corporal Charlea"", Private Kenneth B. Jopp. Prl-'- e
Schuyler Mawrer, Sergeant Hugh

Jl"h. Sergeant Eugene 'McNIff. Cor-M-

Charles 13. Morris, Corporal Rimer
"Martin. Private Robert Montgomery,
' rlvate John McCormack. Private Harry
Noak. Private . A, Nicholas. Corporal
'onard Gmerort. Private William J.
J.VI1, Private Barney Pogue, Corporal
' H, Plant, Sergeant Joseph Tetrush,

""leant Thomas F. Kellly, Private

Continued on Stvtnth rage.

Mother of Austrian
Empress Is Exiled

pARIS, April 28. The Princess
Mario Antoinette, mother of

Empress Zlta, has been ordered
to leave Austria within twenty-fou- r

hours and not reenter that
country until the termination of
the war, according to a despatch
from Geneva.

A special cable despatch to
THE SUN from its Paris corre-
spondent on Saturday said the
"departure for several days" of
the Princess Marie Antoinette
might be extended to a slightly
longer duration more by neces-
sity than by choice. The des-
patch also said that the Austro-Hungari- an

press openly had at-
tacked the mother of Empress
Zita, who is held responsible for
the letter of Emperor Charles to
Prince Sixtus of Bourbon, a
brother of the Empress, in which
overtures were to be mado for
peace with France.

HOUSE EXPECTS

3,000,000 ARMY

linker Due Before Committee
This Week to Estimate De-

partment Needs. '

INCREASE IN DRAFT UP

Bill to Draw on Men Up to 40
Years Old Awaits His View

of Necessities.

Special Despatch to Tni Sew.

Wasuinoton, April SsV-- r- Secretary
Baker' Is apectedto appear befara-tl-

House Military Committee thts week to
furnish long delayed estimates for the
support of the army during the next
fiscal year. The House committee Is
Inclined to believe that It will be asked
to appropriate for an army of approxi-
mately 3,000,000 men, and that the
Secretary will go Into detail concerning
plans for the speedy training of addi
tional forces and their despatch to
France.

When Secretary Baker recently ap
pea red before the Senate and House
Military committees he Informed them
that he was not ready then to present
estimates for the army, nor to reveal the
size of the army wanted by the War
Department. These matters, he said, were
pending with the General Starr. Much
of Mr. Baker's testimony was devoted
to a description of his visit to the battle
front. He promised to return to the
Capitol "In a few days" and furnish
definite figures.

The paramount question to be decided
this week Is the alio of the army for
the next year of operation. There will
also be raised the question whether It
Is necessary to raise the draft age limit.
Representative Shallenberger (Neb.) of
the House committee has announced
that he will seek Introduction In the bill
of a provision for the registration and
drafting of men up to forty years old.
Should Secretary Baker declare such an
amendment unnecessary at this time he
will not preas It.

Since hla return from France the Sec-
retary of War has not expressed him-
self on the draft age limit. Before his
visit to the front Mr, Baker was under-
stood to regard as unnecessary supple-
mental draft legislation at this time.

That It will be necessary for 'Amer-
ica to put a large army into the field In
the next twelve months Is the Impres-
sion at the Capitol. Members of the
House committee would not bo surprised
should the Secretary present estimates
for an Army of at least 3,000,000 men.
practically double the forces now abroad
and In training. In his first appearance
before the committee Secretary Baker
said the transportation problem neces-
sarily would have an Important bearing
on the size of the army and It would be
useless to call and train more men than
could be sent across.

The shipping situation, he said, was
Improving steadily, and the War De-
partment was awake to the duty of
sending men to Europe ns rapidly aa
they could be trained, with Indications
that the training period on this side
would be shortened and Intensive train-
ing would be given when the men
reached overseas points.

ENEMY FIRMS DRAFT
HUGE BOYCOTT PLAN

Combination Organized at
Bremen to Control Import.
Ciiristiania, April 28. A number of

great German and Austro-Hungarl-

concerns. Including the German Oriental
Company, tho North Oerman Lloyd
Steamship Company and the Lohmans,
have formed a lingo combination, to be
known as the "Europaesche Handels-gosellschaft- ,"

at Bremen to control and
centralize the Import trade In war prod-

ucts of all kinds, and in raw materials
from Russia, Persia, Manchuria, China,
Turkestan, Rumania and Finland.

It Is Intended to organize a union of
all exporters In these countries who had
pre-w- business relations with Germany
and to exclude neutrals who deal with
Entente rounfrles from all products
handled and from all commerce with tho
Central Powers.

It also Is purposed to organize a boy.
con and undermine the financial and
commercial position of neu-

trals and to form In the Central Powers
a commercial block, which will Include
friendly neutrals. Officially the combina-
tion .will liquidate one year after peace
Is signed, but will continue unofficially.

CHURCH WAR IN

IRELAND OVER

DRAFT FEARED

Possibility of Grave Relig-
ious Controversy Agitates

the British Press.

BISHOPS CAUSE ALARM

Pitting of Protestants Against
Catholics Suspected in Con-

scription Battle.

SpteM Call Detpateh to Tns Srx.
CopyricXt, Uli; alt Hft rttrrvrd.

London, April 28. The possibility of
a grave religious controversy over the
responsibility for Ireland's resistance to
conscription continues to agitate the
British press. In certain quarters It Is
suggested that the movement, being ex-

tended with the Idea of pitting Prot-
estant against Catholic, will have far
reaching and grave effects. This appeal
to ancient prejudice cannot be under-
estimated. The intervention of the Irish
Bishops Is regarded as the worst possible
occurrence of the present crisis.

Strangely enough, a majority of the
priests are against home rule. Although
In nominal alliance with the Nationalists
they have always opposed any specific
plan for home rule. The reason for this
attitude la that they are aware that un-

der home rule their power would tend
to decrease. New parties would develop,
labor would begin to formulate Its own
problems and economic disputes would
overshadow the old rellgleus differences.

On the other hand, the Indefinite atti-
tude adopted by Sir. Edward Carson and
the Ultterltea finds little supgert ia Brit
ish Parliamentary circles. Themor.iX-- J
treme Unionists, who formerly co-

operated with Sir Edward, now assert
that this is not the time for domestic
controversy, and that differences must
bo buiik ir only temporarily, ana mat me
main Issue Is winning the war.

fiuvernment Preallgte Affected.
The wholo situation strikes hard at

the prestige of the Government. Lloyd
George' must rtand by home rute and
conscription, hoping for the support of
tre Llberaid and Laborltes to procute a
nitjorlty vote.

The question continues
to arouse considerable discussion. The
Sunday Observer deals with the situa-
tion In Its entirety.

"The position will bo unsatisfactory."
says the Observer, "until home ruli ii
on the statute books. After that there
will not be the slightest remaining ves-
tige of excuse for Irishmen to sh'rk
equal compulsory service with Britons
and Americans. The Bishops hive gone
to the length of denying In principle and
In practice the supremacy of the Im
perial Parliament on the very point of
common service r.nd defence, whl;it Is
must vital Diid touches the very ex. st-

ereo of these Inlands.
"On this there Is no possibility of

compromise. Tho Bishops' Intolerable
pretensions. Into which a secret anti-all- y

bias on the part of so many of
their body led them, must be faced with
the whole power of the State and beaten,
otherwise Imperial supremacy n com-
mon affairs will be a dead letter In Ire-
land on all questions forever.

"Rank Separatism."
"Ulster, on such terms, could not be

brought Into any system of unity, no
Irish Parliament could be set up. The
whole Issue would have to be reopened
at the polls. Home rule Is revealed at
last as rank separatism, grasping every
advantage for Itself, but repudiating at
the first opportunity corresponding ob-

ligations.
"Promises and pledges would be over

whelmingly rejected by the new British
democracy If the Liberals and Laborltes
on their part are not firm and aro not
straight In upholding assurances that for
over thirty years they have given to the
country on this matter and have put
Into every home rule bill. They will
lose for a long tlmo all other political
hopes.

"We trust to T. P. O'Connor, who ha
hitherto done such admirable service,
that the United States will not inter-
cede for those, whether Bishops or

who want to get America' ma-
nipulated Into helping an attempt to
lose the allied cause on the Irish front.

"With one voice, from ocean to ocean,
let America say that Irishmen cannot
have It both ways and all ways as they
please, any more than any other men;
that rights and duties are reciprocal:
that even for Ireland's own sako con-
scription must be carried out through
the wholo of the United Kingdom as it
has been carried out through the whole
of the United States."

Prominent Irishmen's Views.
The correspondent of the Weekly

Despatch, telegraphing from Dublin,
quotes a prominent Irishman as saying:

"Give us Federal government and you
will have recruits flocking to the colors
by thousands. Ireland will never accept
conscription. No Irish Parliament would
ever dare to propose it, but there Is no
need of conscription If Ireland has

These are the only condi-
tions upon which Ireland will fight as a
united nation by the side of the Allies
against Prussian despotism; give us an
Irish Parliament, with adequate safe-
guards for Ulster. There will then be no
lack of fighting men for Frnnce."

"Ireland for the present," adds the
correspondent, "Is a unlte'd nation, but
cynlca doubt whether all of the ranks
will remain closed very long. Already

(Continued on Thlri Page.)

Clemenceau Finds All
Satisfactory at Front

pARIS, April 28. Premier
Clemenceau spent yesterday

on the Franco-Britis- h front,
where he met Lord Milner. Re-
turning last night he told the
"Echo de Paris" that conditions
were quite satisfactory.

DUTCH YIELD

TO GERMANY

Amount of Exports of Road
Material to Be Limited,

It Is Understood.

CRISIS HAS BEEN PASSED

Military Press Says Teutons
Have No Interest in Driv-

ing Holland to War.

Special Cable Dtipateh to Tss Scs Iron the
London Timet.

Copyright, 1911 ; all right! rrsrri'eif.
Th Hagvc, April 28. As previously

telegraphed, the Dutch Government has
yielded to the German demands regard-
ing the transport and supply of road-maki-

material, although It Is under-
stood that the amount wjll be limited
Instead of unlimited.; Some general
agreement will be required that the
material shall not be used for war pur-
poses. That any such guarantee by the
German Government In the present cir-
cumstances Is absolutely valueless Is of
course obvious to everybody.

In regard to railway facilities. It ap-
pears that a decision has not been
reached, although the tone of the Ger-
man press for the last few days gives
the Indication that the transport of ob
viously military goods will not be
pressed.

The military Press, Including the
rsMMieas) ndKWU and the Oina- -
brjjek Tolkitcitung, publish" statements
to ui etrect that Germany Mas no in- -

terest whatever in driving Holland Into
the war for or against the Central
Powers. The latter naoer savs that
Holland Is expected under the economic
agreement to send certain meat and
animal fats and vegetables Into tier
many, but It seems fairly certain that
the Netherlands ' Government cannot
make such agreements even If willing to
do so.

Rumors aro current that Foreign
Minister Jonkeer Ioudon has resigned,
or will resign, but these rumors are
based on the general supposition that
the Minister, who gave his word a few
weeks ago that traffic In sand and
gravel should cease except In the
strictest Dutch control, could not retain
his office now his undertaking mutt
be revoked.

In summarizing the situation It ap-
pears accurate to state that the crisis
has passed, although the solution is not
an ideal one for Holland.

INTERNED GERMANS REVOLT.

They Try to Kscape From Holland
on Report of I'lttmatnm.

Amsterdam, April 28. Tho report
last week that Germany had sent an
ultimatum to Holland led to a rewit
among Germans Interned at the Vapen-vel- d

camp, according to-- despatch from
Hattem, Holland, to the Met Volk. The
guards are said to have) been overpow-
ered by 1,000 Germans, who fled In all
directions. Frontier points were notified
Immediately and mounted police searched
the countryside. '

Many German succeeded In passing
through Almelo or Hengelo on the way
back to Germany, hut the police rounded
up the majority of them In groups of
twenty-fiv- e or fifty.

London, April 28. A bill Introduced
in. Parliament contains provisions for
stricter supervision of foreigners resi-
dent In Holland during the present ex-

traordinary war situation, according to
a Rcuter despatch from The Hague.
As It Is considered that there are vari-
ous objections to the expulsion of for-
eigners and as there may be undesirable
elements among them, special regula-
tions relative to them are believed to
be necessary.

664,104 GERMANS MISSING.

That Is necord Up to March 31,
Reichstag la Told.

Amsterdam, April 28. Speaking be-

fore the Main Committee of the German
Reichstag on Friday, according to a.

Gen. von Rlsberg said that up to
March 31 laat the number of German
missing had reached a total of 684,101.

Of this number, he said, 236,878 were
prisoners In France, 119,000 In England.
167,000 In Russia and Rumania and the
rest could be regarded as dead.

Dig Down and Help
Our Lads Smoke Up!

TIBERTY BONDS, Savings
Stamps, Smokes for Sol-

diers. These spell Sen-ic- e and
success.

How can we expect our sol-
diers to smoke out the Hun un-
less we smoke out the slacker?

Become a Smoke Fund Ace by
sending your contribution regu-
larly!

See page 4.

WARNING! THE SUN TO-
BACCO FUND has no connec-
tion with any other fund, organ-
ization or publication. It em
ploys no agents or solicitors.

AUSTRALIANS

GAIN GROUND ON

KEMMEL FRONT

They Work Their Way to
Outskirts of Metercn by

Clever Tactics.

PLACE STRONGLY HELD

French Again Drive Germans
Ont of Large Part of

Locre Village.

Br PERRY nOfllNSO.W
Special Lahle Dispatch to Tn Sex from the

London Timet.
Copsrlekt, till: all Hs retervei.

British Ar.MT Headquarters in
France, April 28. No operations on a
large scale have taken place In the last
forty-eig- hours, although In the Kern- -
met area there Is continuous fighting
which chiefly centres at Meteren, west
of Ballloul, and at Locre and Voorme- -

zeele In the Kemmel sector. In each of
these places minor position have changed
hands more than once.

On the whole, the recent fighting has
been In our favor. About Meteren the
Australians are fighting and everybody
except themselves Is loud In their praise.
They have worked their way to the very
outskirts of Meteren. The place Itself la
very strongly held and Is too full of
machine guns to Invite direct attack, but
Australian parties have been scouring
the neighborhood and by clever work
have pushed back the German line per-
ceptibly In this section or the front.

The Australians are enthusiastic over
the fighting of the French, citing espe-
cially one case where forty Frenchmen
attacked 130 Germans, routedthem and
took prisoners. Since the Germans have
ocupled Locre the French hsre once
driven them out again.' Although the
enemy is yet In parts of, the Milage'
ngnting is mil going on mere.

. Fighting: at Voonaeserle.
Much the same thing has been taking

place at Voormeseele, where men from
the British Isles are fighting. Yorkshire
troops and some Wiltshire threw the
enemy out of the village after they had
taken It, but the enemy again worked In.
The present situation Is not clear, but
apparently both sides have n fotlng In
the place.

Similar mixed hard fighting has been
going on about the ridge wood a little
southwest of Voormeseele, where the
Scottish and other troops held the wood
against heavy attack and then pushed
tho enemy back again. North of here)
the English county regiments have been
fighting stubbornly In the area west of
the bluff.

The net results of all tho foregoing Is
that since the main Oerman thrust ended
itself and was finally held on Thursday
night the enemy has made no progress,
but we have pushed him back further
east. At the points of advanco we have
taken a considerable number of prison-
ers In small batches.

Some of thewe prisoners are curiously
despondent about the offensive; their
morale evidently Is bad. This, however.
Is a matter which varies much with dif-
ferent units and Is largely governed by
the amount of hammering the troops had
before their capture and tho conditions
under which they lived. Another point
Is that we find the prisoners who regard
their capture as an Individual misfor-
tune think the war already won.

tt Divisions Brought I p.
That a very hard struggle Is still In

prospect In this area is undoubted. M'e
know that the Germans have been
bringing up new divisions and the num-
ber of guns now massed on both sides
is prodigious. All the villages, roads
and other centres behind the lines aro

.almost continuously shelled. Tho Ger
mans have been shelling especially all
the, successive heights back of Mont
Kemmel. back to Mont Descats and
the small towns beyond, and have been
drenching the ruins of Ypres with gas.
It Is dreadful to see places which are
familiar gradually drawn Into the
sphere of desolation, peaceful lands
torn up and villages that one knows
well pounded day by day Into dust,

Although Interest at the moment cen-
tres chiefly In this northern region and
the rest of the line Is equally free of
larger operations, fierce and almost
continuous fighting goes on at Given-ch- y,

a little west of La Bassee, on the
southern shoulder of the salient, es-
pecially In connection with the series
of old craters, tho former No Man's
Land and front line before the attack
of April 0. The craters are fortified
and the rims give a certain amount of
observation. The First Guards Divis-
ion, which Is supposed to be comprised
of first class men, has boen put In to
hold them.

Raid Made on Craters.
This division Already had suffered

badly in the recent fighting and they
continued to suffer here. One regiment
of the First Guards Reserve Is said to
have lost thirty-si- x officers. Including
the regimental commander, who were
killed. The ground all around the
craters Is a clay swamp, but the craters
themselves are In the chalk and are
dry: they are connected by galleries In
which the Germans are able to keep a
considerable number of troops.

We went over on Thursday afternoon
of last week, cleaned out the craters and
brought bark fifty of the guards ns
prisoners. From them we obtained

of tho reports that British
prisoners taken In the March fighting
this year aro employed In road making
and In bringing up ammunition and so
forth close behind the front lines, re
gardless of the conventions on the sub

Continued on Second Page,

GERMAN PEOPLE'S NERVE
FAILS AS LOSSES PILE UP

Supreme Command Underestimated Strength of Allies,
Reichstag Is. Told Many Companies at Front

Lose Two-thir- ds of Their Leaders.

LospoN, April 28. A telegram from Reutcr's correspondent at Amster-
dam say ft:

"Extraordinary ncrvousnrps and depression prevail in Gertnan.v owing
to the losses in tho western offensive, revealed with remnrkable frankness
ia an article by Capt von Salimanu in tho Vo$sischc Zcitung, in which he
endeavors to restore lost confidence
Importance of capture of Kemmel hill.

"Capt ron Salzmann enumerates a few of the series of rumors current
In Germany. All these stories aro prefaced by remark Reichstag
it Is said,' and go on to say:

" 'Our losses hare been enormous. The offensive in the west bas
arrived at a deadlock. The enemy is
mand: assumed. Wc are unable to continue the offensive owing to lack
c f horst.

" 'The region before Tpres is a great lake and therefore Impassable.
The whole country between our Amiens front and Paris is mined and will
bo blown up.' x

"Tho people, continues Salzmann, have begun to lose their nerve.
Replying In the Reichstag, the Minister of War said something like this:

" 'It goes without saying that there are big losses In such a struggle.
Our losses in one part of tho front have been very heavy. Two-third- s of
the company leaders In many regiments have fallen.'

"It is said tb.8t a certain Deputy thereupon told his electors in a
north German town:

" 'The Minister of War has openly

that the offensive must be abandoned.' "

CHANNEL PORTS

ARE IN DANGER

Loss of Dunkirk and Calais

Likely Following: Ypres
.Defeat.

- .rvr.
EOE HAS" ADVANTAGE

Capture of Chain of Flanders
Hills Gives Him Position

Overlooking Coast.

Special fretpatch to The Si .

Washington", April 28. With the
Germans now perilously near Tpres,
military authorities here believe that
withdrawal of the British line to the
north with prospective abandonment of
the Channel ports of Dunkirk and Calais
is necessarily under consideration. Army
men here can see no alternative In case
the Tpres salient Is lost by tho British,
and latest reports Indicate that the en-

emy
as

is fast getting a fatal grip on
Tpres.

There Is, however, a tendency here to
hope until the end of the struggle In
this area that something may happen
at the eleventh hour to turn the tide. It to
Is understood that both Seeretsry Baker
and Assistant Secretary Crowell are In-

clined to believe that It would be a mis-
take to give way to pessimistic deduc-
tions too soon, but It Is noted here, that
somu of the British newspapers have
been preparing the British public for
withdrawal for Tpres and re-
ports Indicate that these newspapers re-
gard the abandonment of the Channel
ports .11 si possibility which the British
should be prepared to face.

As predicted by General Staff oftlcer.i
here, the capture of Mont Kemmel has
given the attacking German forces a
distinct advantage tn the fighting now
under way. The German troops oc-
cupying tho chain of hills have appar-
ently been able to push their way to of
Voormexeele, two miles south of Ypres.

A more menacing aspect Is seen In
the progress which the Germans have
apparently made from Langemarck.
According to official German reports,
the Teuton forces have progressed from
Langemarck four and a half miles
northeast of Ypres to Verlorenhoek,
which Is two miles northeast of ipres.
Germans are also reported to have
reached Hooge, on the railroad line two
miles east of Ypres, and the Germans
also havo captured Zlllebcke, two miles
southeast of Ypres.

Thus the enemy has practically drawn
a seml-clrc- le around Ypres and their
dominating positions on the ridges give
them distinct advantages In holding thts
grip.

Unless the situation can ho relieved
hy some forward thrust elsewhere on
the battle front the best remaining
chance Is still believed to be counter
attacks against the dominating chain of
hills of which Mont Kemmel Is the key
position. It Is assumed here that the
most desperate efforts have been made
along thin line.

Regardless of what transpires, the
need for American troops and added
man power remains a vital factor In the
struggle. Every available ship Is now
being used or Is about to be used to rush
troops abroad. Phtps aro even being
withdrawn from passenger service nnd
put In the troop transport service. The
number of troops sent in March, it can
be stated, surpassed all previous records
and exceeded the expectations of a few
months ago as to what could bo done
this spring. This record will be exceeded
considerably this month.

This Is a
Wheatless Day

to tbc Germans by emphasizing tho
the

the 'In tho

much stronger than the supreme com

declared our losses to bo so heavy

GERMANS STILL

FAR FROM AIMS

Fail to Make Needed Gains for
the Great Drive Originally

Contemplated.

LOST

Allies' Reserves Intact for Fu-

ture Use as Enemy's
Forces Dwindle.

By the A4'ociatrd Trett.
With thk French abmt in-- Franct,

April 27 (delayed). The Htern opposi-
tion encountered by the Germans In
their attacks In the region of the Somme
and In Flanders near Kemmel Hill has
prevented them thus far from develop-
ing their renewed offensive on the great
scale which they undoubtedly Intended.
Each of their attacks may be regarded

an effort to prepare the way for a
more extended action In the event of an
Important initial success at either point,
but the resistance offered at both places
apparently discnuragod the German
commanders from launching more seri-
ous attempts to break through.

In ricardy, where the Germans tried
divide the French from the British

around Vlllers-Hretonnc- and Han- -
gard, tho line remained y much the
same as It was beforo the attack was
begun three days ago. There has been
no resumption of Infantry fighting since
last night.

The only result of the Germans' on-
slaught, tn which they utilised eight di-

visions (96,000 men), Is the loss of a
large number of men, without any ad-
vance and certainly without obtaining a
Jumping off place for the hoped for real
attack they had planned.

The allied commander In chief decided
when the Germans occupied x

and H.insard that their con-
tinued possession by the enemy would
endanger the security of tho line In front

Amiens, and Immediately sent forces
with orders to lecapture them. The
attacks at thene points were executed
with the greatest courage and succes,'

Further north, where the Germans
gained Kemmel Hill by the employment
of nine divisions (108,000 men), the
allied commander In chief regarded It
ns unnecessary to make the sacrifice
which would have been entailed In re-
gaining the lost territory, since It la not
essential to maintenance of the allied
position'. In this way the allied re-
serves are spared Intact for future use.

Meanwhile the Germans aro using up
large numbers of their effectives with-
out obtaining the important objectives
nt which tn-- y aimed. There Is confi
denco among the Allies In the ability to
hold tho Germans wherever they chooso
to inaue a stand.

ITALY IS READY FOR
BLOW BY AUSTRIANS

Army of Gen. Diaz Confident
Even German Aid Will Fail.

Bptelal Cable THtpatch to Tub Sin.
Copirlght, 1918; ell rlpMt rtttnii.

Home, April 2S. The lull on the
Italian front Is not likely tn be

through May, although Indica-
tions of nn Imminent Austrian
offensive are yet lacking. Tosslbly the
Germans may aid the Austrian., for the
purpose of seeking on the Italian front
the decisive results which are hopeless
In France, in which oaso tho reserves
of the Allies ran be shifted here. Any
blow aimed at Italy la declined Inevit-
ably to failure.

This .4s tho prevailing opinion here
nnd It Is shared by the Vatican, where
the present phases of the war are being
closely followed. The Austro-German- s

do not dare, even as a Inst resort, to
violate the neutrality of Kwltxcrland
and Holland, since Bitch a desperate at-
tempt, while It would not hasten the
end of the war. would benefit the Allies.

Ruins of Ypres Filled With
Gas and May Have Been

Abandoned Already.

GERMANS HAVE HILL 60

British Now Stand on Line,
of 1914 and in One Place

Further "West.

KEMMEL SALIENT HOLDS

Allies Repeatedly "Win and
Lose Two Strongly Contested'

Positions on Either Side.

Special Cahle Detpate to Tns Scs,
Copvriaht, UU; all rtchlt rimi.

t.oxpox, April 28. Determined fit
tneks by the Germans were In prog
ress late this evening nnd probably
extended fur Into the ulcht behind
Mont Kemmel nt Voorinezeele, tip to-

ward Ypres, which nt ln.t accounts
was still held by the Ilrltlsli, null nt
Locre, Just west of Kemmel, where
the most furious assaults were made
by the Germans npolnst the French
positions nnd a footing was won tn
the outskirts of the village. What ap-

peared to be the beginning of u great
battle was developing there this eve
nlng. Both places changed hands sev- -'

eral times during the day.
The assaults on the line from Locre.

to Voormeseele appear to be designed
to deepen the salient to the south of
Tpres and force Its Immediate evacu-
ation. It Is probable that the British
withdrawal from the doomed city al-
ready has begun, as the Germans an-
nounce the advance of their lines, seem-
ingly without fighting, at Verlorenhoek.
Hooge and Zlllebeke. The advance was
not much, but It brought the Germans
nearer to Ypres on tho northeast, east
and southeast.

.Line of Retreat MesMiced.
Undoubtedly the, British defences

southeast and south'of Yprea were
by tKe'German thrust along

the Ypres-Comine- x Canal and the lot
of fit Elot and the neighboring terrain,
which had been converted Into a strong
defensive position.

A further successful advance by the
Germans, might put them astride the
British communications and the line of
retreat of the Ypres garrison In the
direction of Poperlnghe. Two weekn ago
a similar menace to the I'asschendaele
salient was met by the withdrawal of
the British positions to last year's line
on the Yer, contracting tho perimeter
of the Tprea defences.

The attack, which resulted In the en.
velnpment of Mont Kemmel and Ita
capture, was again aimed at the Junction
of the British and French lines. Hers
the enemy broke through, with the result
that he waa soon assaulting Mont Kem-
mel from the south, north and east.
This practice of attacking the Juncture
point of two armies has been con-
sistently followed by the Germans since
the first day of the big offensive five
weeks ngo.

On several occasions the Germans al-
most had accomplished this purpose,
but heretofore had failed. Hespite the
prodigal expenditure of German lives,
they were unablo to separate tho British
and French armies, but they had not
given up this objective, which has In-
spired their strategy since March II.

Four Itoates Were Tried.
There were four separate routes hy

which tho Germans fought to accom-
plish this purpose: first, by drllng
south in the valley of the Oise toward
Paris; second, by extending their lines
on th Somme and holding tlicm against
French nttetnpts tf advanco northward :
third, by smashing through south of
Arras, which, If It had succeeded, would
not have separated the whole British
army from the French, but only the
northern half of It ; fourth, by pene-
trating to the south of Ypres, cutting Its ,
communications with Hethuun and Iso-
lating tho British and Belgian troops to
the northward of that point.

The first route has been effectually
barred The Germans nre still trying
the second In an attempt to break
through toward Amiens, but recent re.
ports of the fighting nt Hangan nnd

ix are not of an en-

couraging nature for the Inxaders. as
both the French and tho British hao
regained ground there.

un tho third route. lteen Arra'a
and tho Ancre I'.lver, the Germans have
suffered crushing defeats, hut this was
the place selected by th German Gen-
eral Staff from the beginning, and an-
nounced then, for the maximum effort.
Tt Is very likely that the German at-
tempts there will bo renewed,

Break In North Least Costly.
In their attempts to break through

south of Ypres, on tho last of the four
routes, tho Germans havo had their mosc
recent successes. On this line. If pene-
tration continues, they may ho able U
reach Dunkirk and probably other chan-
nel ports. In tho choice of evil, If tl'u
Germans succeed In breaking through, it
Is better, from tho strategical viewpoint,
that the break should occur In tho norti
than In the south; better that the Allies
should lose positions, however Impor-
tant, than that the armies should be dis-
located and lose tho military efficiency
of cohesion. The loss of Ypres is les-- i

Important thsn tho lo.s of tho army
It.

It must not he overlooked, however,
that from the point of vlow of naval
transportation the fate of the Channel
porta Involves more than a purely mili-
tary Issue, which inunt bo taken Into
consideration In forming tho decision
that may have to be taken In the neve
few days. Another factor that must b
considered is that the German advance
In the valley of the Lys Is so near the
sea tat the distance of a possible Brit-
ish retirement In extremely limited,
From this It might result that the re--


